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1. 



Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language* the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the language in which 
it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ The international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. j j With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 
I I Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box No. II). 

I [ Unity of invention is iacldng (See Box No. III). 
With regard to the title, 

|X I text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

I I the text is approved as submitted by die applicant. 

|X I ^6 text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant may, within 
* ' one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. With regard to the drawings, 

a- the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 1 
|X I as suggested by the applicant. 

I I as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
I I as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention, 
b. I I none of the figures is to be published with the abstract. 
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Box No. rv Text of the Abstract (Continuation of item 5 of the first sheet) 



nethod of treating sleep apnoea and/or snoring in a patient, which includes the steps of providing apparatus for 
electrically stimulating one or more afferent fibres of tiie nerve (2), positioning said apparatus (12, 13) on or in close 
proximity to said nerve; and activating said apparatus to stimulate one or more afferent fibre of said nerve (2). 
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Baer et al. "Functional Electric stimulation of the phrenic nerve and its clinical 
significance" Nordic Medical Journal 1992; vl07(6-7): Pages 191-194 
TRANSLATED ABSTRACT, PMID 1608749 (PubMed) — f>( o \ 4 ? J 



WO 1992019318 Al (CYBERONICS INC) 12 November 1992 
WHOLE DOCUMENT 



EP 1306104 A2 (MEDTRONIC INC) 2 May 2003 
WHOLE DOCUMENT 



WO 2003086531 A2 (MEDTRONIC INC) 23 October 2003 
WHOLE DOCUMENT 
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1-10 



1-10 



1-10 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C 
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See patent family annex 
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**£** earlier application or patent but published on or after the 
international filing date 

"L** document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) 
or which is cited to establish the publication date of 
another citation or other special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, e^diibition 
or other means 

T** document published prior to the tntemational filing date 
but later than the priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or priority date and not in 
conflict with the application but cited to understand the principle or theory 
underlying the invention 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered novel 
or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the document is taken 
alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is combined with one or more other 
such documents, such combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art 
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WO 2000006249 A2 (CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIV) 10 February 2000 
WHOLE DOCUMENT 


1-10 


X ^ 


EP 702977 B 1 (MEDTRONIC) 19 March 2003 
WHOLE DOCUMENT 




1-10 
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US 6269269 Bl (OTTENHOFF et al.) 3 1 July 2001 
WHOLE DOCXJMENT 




1-10 
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Henry et al. *Threnic Nerve Pkei|ig-An alternative to positive pressure ventilation: The 
required nursing care" August 1995>>AACN Clinical Issues, vol. 4 no. 3, pg 573 - 577 


1-8 
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Series et .al. "Assessment of Upper Airway Dynamics in Awake Patients wdth Sleep 
Apnea Using Phrenic Nerve Stimulation" February 8 2000. American Journal of 
Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine, vol 162 2000, pg 795 - 800. 
(cited to demonstrate state of the art in phrenic nerve stimulation) 




L 


Fodstad, H. "The Swedish Experience in Phrenic Nerve Stimulation" January-February 
1987. Pace, Part H vol, 10, pg 246-251. 

(cited to demonstrate state of the art in phrenic nerve stimulation) 




L ■ 


Baer et al. "Phrenic Nerve Stimulation for Central Ventilatory Failure with Bipolar and 
Four-Pole Electrode Systems" August 1990. Pace, vol 13, pg 1061-1072. 
(cited to demonstrate state of the art in phrenic nerve stimulation) 
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Verin et al. "Discriminative power of phrenic twitch-induced dynamic response for 
diagnosis of sleep apnea during wakefiilness" September 6 2002. Journal of Applied 
Physiology, 94:3 1-37, 2003, 

(cited to demonstrate state of the art in phrenic nerve stimulation) 
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